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It was needful for me to write unto you, and 
exhort you, that ye ſhould earneſtly contend 
for the truth once delivered to the ſaints. 


mented, that, in many inſtances, and 

through almoſt all ages of the chriſtian 
church, men have forgotten their duty to 
Chriſt, their great head and maſter, and to 
their fellow chriſtians, his ſubjects. 

They have forgotten their duty to him, by 
urging, and ſetting up their own ſenſe and 
explanation of his doctrine as the true and au- 
thoritative model of chriſtian faith; and their 


T: is truly unhappy, and much to be la- 


duty to their fellow chriſtians, in treating them 


as ſervants, and not as fellow ſubjects in the 
ſame kingdom, and brethren in the ſame 
family; behaving towards them, when they 
have diſputed the truth of their principles, 
frequently with ſeverity, and almoſt always 
with unkindneſs, and diſtance, as oppug- 


ners of the faith, and ſubverters of the goſ- 


pel. They often have been betrayed into 
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this conduct under cover of texts of ſcripture 


falſely explained, and raſhly applied. The 
words I have now read, have ſometimes ſerv- 
ed to kindle an irregular zeal. Men haſtily 
concluding that their own ſentiments were 
e the faith once delivered to the ſaints, have 
ſometimes thought themſelves called upon 
by theſe words to contend for it by the ſword, 
and frequently by raſh cenſyres, and the 
withholding of chriſtian affection and com- 
munion. They have done, they have ſaid 
many unkind and injurious things, and at 
the ſame time, have imagined they were ac- 
tuated by true piety, and advanced the glory 
of God. 5 

In this ſtate of imperfection, where our 
views are ſo narrow, our paſſions ſo quick 
and warm, and our partiality to ourſelves, 


and our own way of thinking, is ſo predo- 


minant and ſtrong, we are all in danger of 
being betrayed into a ſimilar conduct. It is 
ſurely then our wiſdom, it is our duty to 
ſee to it, that our zeal be always tempered 
with meekneſs, and guided by truth; that 
we are not hurried into the meaſures the 
wrath of man dictates, and then pervert 
ſcripture to palliate and ſupport them. Zeal 
in a good cauſe, is certainly commendable; 
and a warm, ſteady attachment to chriſtiani- 
ty is the effect of gratitude to its divine au- 
thor, and of love to mankind. It muſt, 
therefore be uſeful, in order to guard againſt 
the influence and effects of falſe zeal, and 
to encourage and animate that which is juſt, 

to 
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remarks and obſervations, drawn from the 
circumſtances of the chriſtian church at that 
time, or from the context of theſe words, 
or from the genius of the goſpel. * It was 
te needful for me to write unto you, and ex- 
« hort you, that ye ſhould earneſtly contend 
for the faith once delivered to the ſaints.” 
And, 

Firſt, I would obſerve, that the apoſtle's 
exhortation is confined to the goſpel, and 
does not include any human explanations of 
it: * that you earneſtly contend for the faith 
* once delivered to the faints.” 

It is evident that fazth here muſt mean, not 
the aſſent and conviction of the mind with re- 
gard to any ſet of principles, but the principles 
themſelves, the truths which were propoſed 
and embraced. And the principles, which are 
the object of our reception and regard, as 
chriſtians, are the declarations of the goſpel. 
The chriſtian doctrine itſelf is therefore de- 
ſigned by the word faith. And this ſignifi- 
cation it bears in many other places of holy 
writ. Thus it is ſaid, As vi. 7. A great 


* company of the prieſts were obedient to 
te the faith. f. e. the goſpel.” And thus the 


apoſtle © preached the faith he once deſtroyed,” 
Gal. i. 23. And thus the admonition in the 
text, to contend for the faith,” is a call to 
maintain a firm attachment to chriſtianity 
itſelf, and to the doctrine delivered by Chriſt 
and his apoſtles, And the exhortation is 

levelled, 


to explain the import of the text. And I 
ſhall endeavour to do this, by offering ſome 


4 r — — = - 4 * 
Fern. 1 — - — 


„ 
yo. 6 — äG— R 7 
« 


8 er gm PSS ——— —-„- i. — , , rr = d 


* 


| 161 | 
levelled, not againſt ſuch conſcientious per- 


ſons as miſunderſtood particular parts of the 
doctrine of Chriſt, but againſt thoſe, who 


ſed themſelves to the ſpirit of the whole, 


and introduced licentious doctrines and prac- 
tices under it. There is no proof, that the 
different ſentiments on points of chriſtianity, 
and the controverſies about the decrees of 
God, and the dignity of Chriſt's perſon, 
which have agitated the world in later ages, 
ſubſiſted in the times of this apoſtle ; and 
therefore, he cannot be a add in the text 
to give the preference to one ſcheme more 
than to another. Much leſs can it be thought, 
that he intended to awaken the zeal of chriſ- 
tians, for any terms and phraſes in which 
they might chooſe to cloath their ideas on 
theſe ſubjects, or for any deductions and 
concluſions men might draw, from the expreſs 
_ declarations of the apoſtles. 


Indeed moſt of the apoſtles were plain, art 


leſs, and unlettered men, not accuſtomed to a 
chain of reaſoning, to abſtruſe ſpeculations, 


and laboured concluſions. Their doctrine, at 


leaſt in their own ſermons in the Acts, and in 
the diſcourſes of their maſter, is delivered with 
great plainneſs, not as abſtract truths, but 
as fimple matters of fact; ſuch as theſe, that 
Chriſt was a man approved of God by nu- 
merous miracles ;- that he was wickedly put 
to death; that God raiſed him from the 
dead; that he was exalted above all princi- 
pality and power ; that he is conſtitued the 


Saviour, the Lord and judge of the world ; 
that 
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that through him forgiveneſs of fins was of- 


fered to all men, to Jews and Gentiles, on 
the ſame terms; that it was” the will of 
God that all ſhould repent ; that there will 
be a day of ſolemn, righteous, and univer- 
ſal judgment, and a reſurrection of the dead; 
and that eternal life will be given to all, who 
ſeek it by a patient continuance in well 
doing : in a word, that Jeſus of Nazareth 
was the Meſſiah, the prophet promiſed to the 
fathers, and the long expected ſanotir of the 
world. And as their doQtrinewagothus fim- 
ple; ſo their language was de borrowed 
from philoſophy, nor did it partake of hard 
terms and nice diſtinctions, but was taken 
from the cuſtoms, manners, and religious 
rites, then known and familiar in the world; 
or was that eaſy, natural ſtyle, which is pro- 
r to expreſs matters of fact. | 
In their epiſtles, it is true, their ſtyle is fre- 
quently more laboured and diffuſive, their ex- 
eſſions are more figurative and flowery ; but 
then let it be obſerved, that their epiſtles, as 
directed to thoſe who were already chriſtians, 
do not appear to have been intended as a ſim- 
2 repreſentation of the chriſtign doctrine, 
ut as-an addreſs to ſome particular prejudi- 


ces, an illuſtration of ſome particular parts 


of the evangelical ſcheme, an anſwer to pat- 
ticular queſtions, and reaſonings relative to 
ſome occaſional diſputes. Here they enlarge 
and expatiate; they explain, argue, and 
exhort, on the principles of the goſpel al- 
ready known, already received, They 1. 

poſe 
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poſe the eſſential points, the general ſcheme 
of chriſtianity already taught and embraced. 
And certainly one might expect the moſt 
important and fundamental truths to be 
taught at ſuch times, and on ſuch occaſions, 
when the foundation of a church was laid; 
not but that all the genuine original writings 
of the New Teſtament, are to be reverenced, 
as credible, ſacred, and inſpired. Here it is 
we hk... thedaith once delivered to the ſaints. 
Nov it i9 Ache faith, we are called upon 
to G hriſt and his apoſtles preach- 
ed an it, and not as men have dark - 
ened it * words without ideas, perplexed it 
with their ſpeculations, and encumbered it 
with their additions. This will be: more 
evident under our next obſervation, | 

Secondly, That this conteſt is only for the 
faith, as it was ONCE delivered to the ſaints.” 

The faith, or the chriſtian doctrine had been 
delivered to the faints in the preaching of 
the apoſtles, before this epiſtle was written, 
as it now ſtands recorded in the ſacred: books. 
It had' been delivered by holy, inſpired, and 
divinely commiſſioned men, and it had been 
once delivered, with a fulneſs and perfection 
that left no room for any increaſe and addi- 
tion: it might be juſtly called once, as all 
their preaching, though at various times and 
places, and by different apoſtles, was con- 
- fiſtent and harmonious, making one divine 
ſyſtem both of doctrine and precept. 
Here the apoſtle more than inſinuates, that 
nothing can be added to the faith ; becauſe it 

was 


191 


was once delivered as a depoſition, ſo to bę 


kept, that nothing ought to be ſubjoined to 


it, or taken from it. Then the whole coun- 
cel of God, as far as it related to the falva- 
vation of ſinners, had been publiſhed. Then 
in that early period of the chriſtian church, 
that knowledet of God and Jeſus Chriſt, 
which is eternal life, had been completely 


revealed. Timothy, though an evangeliſt, 


was not permitted to add to, or take from, 
this faith ; but was required to hold faſt the 
form of ſound words, he had received from 
the lips of the apoſtle. | 

And this is a circumſtance, chriſtians, 
which deſerves your very * and at- 
tentive notice. The faith, for which you 
are to contend, is that which was once deli- 
vered to the ſfamts : If fo, the fathers of the 


primitive church, as they are called, could add 


no new articles to what the apoſtles taught. 
The council of Trent had no authority to re- 
quire our belief of things not delivered by 
Chriſt, and his inſpired miniſters. Your 
attachment is to be placed, not on the in- 
terpretations and gloſſes given to the goſpel 
at the ſynod of Dort, or by any aſſembly of 
divines, but on the doctrine of Chriſt, as it 
was firſt preached under inſpiration, and 


ſtands preſerved in the facred ſcriptures. Ge- 


neral councils may be learned; an Engliſh 
convocation may conſiſt of eminent divines; 
biſhops and miniſters may be men of know- 
ledge and piety, but you are not to be 
determined by their articles, confeſſions, 


C aud 


a 

and compoſitions, but by the faith once de- 
livered to the ſaints, in the preaching of the 
apoſtles, and held forth in the BIBLE. You 
are built on the foundation of the a 

and prophets, Jeſus Chriſt himſelf being the 
chief corner ſtone, From the bible you 
muſt draw it; there you muſt find it. Men 


may propoſe to you a liſt of principles, and 
a ſet of notions for your belief, and warm 


ſupport; but, unleſs you can meet with 
. in the bible, you are bound to reject 
them, as mere inventions; and there will 
often be much reaſon to ſuſpect the truth 
and divine authority of them; when they 
are expreſſed in words and terms, which are 
not to be met with in the ſcriptures; It af- 
fords a ſtrong preſumption, that the things 
themſelves are not to be met with there; 
but if the things, the doctrines be 2 
the words and terms, in which they ar 
eloathed, being unſcriptual, theſe words hp 
no authority and weight. Farther to ſhow 
the import, and ſtate the limitation of the 
words, I would obſerve, | 
Thirdly, That this exhortation is meant 
againſt the falſe doctrines and evil principles 


of the wicked, not the miſtakes of the hum- 


ble: and pious. 

The 3 againſt whom the apoſtle warns 
the chriſtians to whom he wrote, are ſo 
particularly deſcribed, that it is ſcarce poſ- 
fible to miſtake the character of heretics, as 

ven us by the ſacred writings. » Jude had 
is eye on men, who 'had:crept in unawwares, 
| nag were 


. 
i. e. craftily into the chriſtian church: they 
were ungodly men, who turned the grace of 
God into laſciviouſneſs; their impious tem- 
rs corrupted the Pope to patronize vice and 
ſevrdneſs in themſelves and others ; they were 
filthy dreamers,” that * defiled the fleſh, 
deſpiſed dominions, and ſpuke evil of dig- 
nities; perſons of reſtleſs contentious 1 + 
murmurers, and complainers, walking af- 
ter their own luſts; their mouths ſpoke 
great ſwelling words, under a pretence of 
aying great and uncommon knowledge in 
divine things; they held mens perſons in 
* admiration, becauſe of advantage, pretending 
a great reſpe& to ſome men, whereas, their 
real views were to their ſubſtance, and there- 
fore they flattered and ſoothed them: they 
were * mockers and ſcoffers ;* turning the ſe- 
rious and awful truths of religion into jeſt 
and ridicule; probably' in ſome like ſtrain 
with thoſe in the ſecond epiſtle of Peter, 


faying, where is the promiſe of his coming? 


they * ſeparated themſelves,” or made parties, 
and introduced factions, in direct oppoſition 
to chriſtian. union, and viſibly for ſecular 
ends: they were * ſenſual', wholly governed 
by Wet paſſions and appetites, having 
not the ſpirit', unſupported by its miracu- 
lous gifts, which $4 chriſtians ſo com- 
monly had, and eſtranged from the pure, 
humble, and pious temper of the goſpel; 
ſuch were the men againſt whom the chriſ- 

tians were warned. 
Their views were evidently baſe and 
C 2 - wordly ; 
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wordly; their doctrines, thoſe of licenti- 
ouſneſs; their diſpoſitions carnal and pro- 
fane, and their lives debauched. The 
apoſtle charges them with all theſe crimes, 
with the united guilt of the ungrateful and 
murmuring Iſraclites ; of the proud angels 
that fell; of the ſenſual citizens of Sodom: 
and he inſinuates, that like vengeance was in 
reſerve for theſe mockers, as thoſe had drawn 
upon themſelves, The apoſtles, Paul and 

eter, give us ſimilar deſcriptions of the 
heretics,. who perverted the chriſtian doctrine 
in that early period. The former, in his 
exhortation to 7imothy, thus adviſes him, 
1 Epb. vi. 5. © Perverſe diſputings of men of 
corrupt minds, and deſtitute of the truth, 
ſuppoſing that gain is godlineſs, from ſuch 
withdraw thyſelf :” and the latter, in his ſe- 
cond epiſtle, chapter the ſecond, repreſents 
the falſe teachers, as * through coyetouſneſs, 
© with feigned words, making merchandize 
* of their hearers, as haying eyes full of 
* adultery, and riot able to ceaſe from fin, 
* who allured through the luſts of the fleſh, 


* through much wantonneſs, thoſe that were 


clean eſcaped from them that live in 


error, and who, whilſt they promiſed their 
converts liberty, were themſelves the ſer- 
* vants of corruption. Hence we find he- 
refies ranked with the greateſt crimes, and 
placed amongſt the works of the. fleſh, 
Gal. vi. 5, 20. 
Now, though on every principle of 
reaſon, virtue, and evangelical piety, to 
un 
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fun and oppoſe perſons of ſuch wicked 
lives, and debauched principles, is our 
duty; yet, is not this a character, and 


a caſe very different from that of thoſe, Who 


are in preſent times, ſtigmitized as heretics, 
and unſound in the faith? What was ſaid of 
the ancient heretics and falſe teachers, cannot 


be applied with any candour or truth to 
thoſe, who make the ſcriptures the rule of 


that faith, and humbly enquire into the 
mind of Chriſt; whoſe tempers are pious and 
modeſt, and whoſe lives are unblemiſhed and 
exemplary. When ſuch are ſtiled {ubverters 
of the goſpel, and you are warned to beware 
of them, either of their preaching, or their 
converſation ; the cenſure is unjuſt, the ex- 
hortation is unſcriptural, and you are in dan- 
per of being betrayed into a contempt and 
atred of thoſe, whom Chriſt will another 
day receive as having teſtified a genuine love 
of him, by their keeping his commandments. 
Fourthly, I WP that tbe manner of 
contending for the faith, muſt be determined 


” 


by the genius and laws of the goſpel. 


The expreſſion of contending earneſtly is 
taken from the conteſts, games, and races, then 
in uſe in the cities of Greece, in which the 
candidates for fame and a crown of laurel, 
called forth every paſſion, and exerted all their 
vigour. But, as theſe contenders for glory and 
victory were limited by certain rules and or- 
ders; ſo the earneſt contention of chriſtians 
for the faith once delivered to the ſaints, 


muſt | 
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muſt be regulated by the principles and laws 
of the goſpel. As an excellent writer * ex- 
preſſes it, If any one, who entered into 
the conteſts, or games, then common in 
«the heathen world, pretended to get the 
«better, 7. e. to overcome, hurt, or deſtroy 
his adverſary, by any method, contrary to 
«the laws fixed by the governors, or judges of 
<« thoſe "conteſts ; he was not adjudged to 
© have'the glory of conqueſt, but the ſhame of 
«injuſtice. And fo, in the chriſtian con- 
& teſt, if chriſtian methods are not uniform- 
«ly and conſtantly made uſe of; the earneſt- 
« neſs of the contention is only a ſo much 
greater deviation from the duty of a chtiſ- 
60 tian. This fame uſeful ſentiment, this 
fame important caution. has the apoſtle ex- 
preſſed, when, he fays, if any man ftrive 
«for maſteries, yet is he not crowned, ex- 
«cept he ſtrive lawfully,” 2 Tim. ii. 5. 
And he has particularly laid down the rules 
of this conteſt for the faith. For he has 
declared, ** that the ſervant of the Lord muſt 
% not ſtrive, or with angry paſſions, or ill 
% uſage, but be gentle unto all men, apt to 
« teach, patient, in meekneſs inſtructing 
5 thoſe that oppoſe themſelves. We are 
warned, that the wrath of man worketh 
& not the righteouſneſs of God.” We are 
admonithed that ** the fruits of the ſpirit are 
* love, joy, gentleneſs, goodneſs, meekneſs. 
We are inſtructed that the armour of God, 
with which we are to cloath ourſelves, con- 
ſiſts in truth, righteouſneſs, the „ 
| Le 
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che goſpel of peace, the hope of immortali- 


ty, and the arguments of the word of God, 
which is the ſword of the ſpirit. Thus Chriſt 
and his apoſtles contended for the faith, though 
ſupported by the teſtimony of ' miracles; 


They reaſoned with calmneſs, taught and 


inſtructed with diligence, - argued with 
tience, exhorted with tenderneſs and affec- 
tion, and left their doctrine and declarations 
to be tried and examined by the ſcriptures, 
i. e. thoſe-of the old teſtament. 
When differences aroſe among chriſtians 
themſelves, a truly equitable and lovely 
temper was exemplified, as in the excellent 
and candid reaſoning which runs through 
the fourteenth chapter of the epiſtie to 
Romans; where the apoſtle recommignds it 
to Jewiſh and Gentile converts to cultivate 
mutual forbearance, and to indulge each 
other with perfect liberty to follow the dic- 
tates of conſcience. He lays down the moſt 
generous and conciliating principles ; ſuch 
as theſe, that each fide was actuated by pious 
reverence to the Lord; that all were the 
ſervants of | Chriſt, and amenable only to his 


. tribunal ; that it was the duty of chriſtians, 
not to judge another, and not to lay a ſtum- 


bling block in each other's way; that the 
kingdom of God conſiſts in righteouſneſs, 
peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt, or in a 
chearful temper *; that every one ſhould 
be perſuaded in his own mind; and that 
they who are frong, who had right on their 
See Doddridge in loe. | 
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ſide, ſhould bear the infirmities of the qwea 
and erroneous. For ſuch he urges theſe pleas ; 


he addrefſes the party that was in the right, 


and uſes every winning argument, to engage 
them to treat thoſe who were in the wrong, 


with gentleneſs, and to bear with their errors. 


Thus he has laid down thoſe general princi- 
ples of moderation and liberty, which are 
ue, to every queſtion diſputed among 

em, who avowedly take the words of 
Chriſt for their guide and rule, and affords 
us an amiable ſpecimen. in what manner the 
conteſt about the faith, about the principles 
and the requirements of the goſpel, ſhould 
be carried on amongſt the fellow diſciples of 
the ſame divine maſter, not with cenſures and 
impoſitions, but in the ſpirit of mutual can- 


dour and tenderneſs. WE cb 


As to vice and the vicious, whilſt theſe 
miniſters of the faith inſtructed others with 
meekneſs, they rebuked them with ſeverity. 
And to all theſe humane and rational me- 
thods, worthy the prince of peace, and 
becoming the goſpel of love and peace, - they 
added another very effecting and powerful 
means of; earneſt contention for the faith, 
i. e. by ſuffering for it. Fheirs was not the 


. fury of zeal in bringing others to corporal 


ſufferings for the ſake of what they believed, 
but the conſtancy of patience, in enduring 
very ſevere trials themſelves and, even death, 
for what they knew had been delivered to 

them by their Lord and Saviour. 
Theſe are the laws of the conteſt; good 
arguments, 


* ] 
holy: lives, and the ſpirit of meekneſs and 
charity, joined, if providence ſo ordains, 
with a ſteady adherence, even to ſufferings 
and death, in the cauſe of the goſpel. 
In later ages, men have unhappily and 
criminally departed from theſe laws. The 


inhumane and unchriſtian meaſure of fines, 
impriſonments, baniſhments, ſpoiling of mens 


goods, racks, ſire and faggot have been 
adopted. Thanks to the indulgent provi- 
dence of the Almighty, they are not known 
in our times and country 1 But, even now, 
we find, that all unrighteous means of con- 
teſt are not laid aſide. Chriſtians have not 
yet forgot the holy and benevolent methods 
of defamation and reviling, of throwing out 
unjuſt inſinuations, and hard terms of re- 
proach; There are ſome who think it righte- 
ons to repreſent thoſe, who differ from them, 
as ** denying the Lord that bought them; 
who eſteem it equitable to aggravate every 
difference of judgment into a fatal and 
damnable error ; who reckon it meekneſs to 
revile and abuſe, and to warn others againſt 
us, as dangerous perſons. With theſe, the 
wrath of temper, or anger and paſſion of 
words is no perſecution; But far be theſe 


things from us! Let us regard and love even 


them as brethren, and the diſciples of our 


common Lord, who through a miſtaken zeal 


are ready to caſt out our names, as evil. 
But, in order to cheriſh this ſpirit of for- 
bearance, love, and candor, recollect, my 


U | friends, 
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friends, the points I have endeavoured to'il- 
luſtrate. The faith meant in the text, is not 


any ſet, or ſcheme of principles, men in 


later times have drawn up, connected toge- 
ther, and expreſſed in their own words and lan- 
guage: but the goſpel, the chriſtian doctrine, 
as it was once delivered to the ſaints, as it is 
preſerved in the ſcriptures, and taught in the 
words of Chriſt, and of his apoſtles. —The 
primitive adverſaries ' of the faith, as here 
warned againſt, were not holy men, of a 
moral conduct, and honeſt enquirers after 
the truth, but wicked perverters of the whole 
defign of chriſtianity, wilful perverters of the 
doctrines of the inſpired apoſtles, enemies 
to the order and peace of civil ſociety, men 
of licentious principles, and of lewd lives. 
And even theſe adverſaries were not to be 
contended with by any raſh and inequitable 
methods, but only by an exemplary conduct, 
meek inſtructions,” and patient ſufferings in 
the cauſe of Chriſt.-—All that has been ad- 
vanced on theſe heads I have aimed to ſup- 
port, by plain reaſon and ſcripture ; you 

urſelves muſt judge of the truth and weight 
of what hath been faid. I apprehend theſe 


things deſerve your particular attention; be- 


cauſe ſome of our fellow chriſtians, not but 
with a good deſign, and a well meant at- 
tachment to what -appears to them moſt im- 
pottant truths, are ready to apply this apoſ- 
tolic exhortation, as a warning to contend 
with. all who differ from them in religious 
4 ſenti- 


119 } 
ſentiments; now, you are to judge, whether, 
in this view, theſe words are juſtly and pro- 
erly applied. We may be told, that the 
dochines of the aſſembly's catechiſm, or the 
articles of the church of England are the 
faith, for which we muſt contend ; and that 


they, who deny the peculiar tenets. of theſe 


compoſitions, are unſound in the faith, and 
pervert the goſpel. _ But, in anſwer to all 
that may be ſaid on this head, it is ſufficient 
to reply; that the apoſtle calls upon us fo 
ſtrive for the faith, as it was once. delivere 
to the ſaints, and not as it was afterwards 
modelled, or incumbered in any general 
council, or Engliſh afſembly ; that he calls 
oh us to contend only as chriſtians ought, 
and not againſt fellow chriſtians, miſtaken in 
ſome points of doctrine, which thoſe who 


are moſt zealous for them, own to be myſte-. 


rious; but againſt thoſe, who governed. by 
ayarice, , ambition, and luſt,” pervert the goſ- 


& to encourage fin. And, it may be added, 


that it ſhould even raiſe in their minds a ſuſ- 
picion, that they miſapply this exhortation ; 


when they only refle& with themſelves, that 


the words and terms by which they point 
out and diſtinguiſh the doctrines, they eſteem 
the faith delivered to the ſaints, are not to be 
found in the ſcriptures. - | 

Do not then, chriſtians, be drawn afide 
from the ſimplicity that is in Chriſt Jeſus, 
Study the ſcriptures, and maintain a ſcru- 
pulous attachment to the very words and 


language 
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language of ſcripture. The hard thoughts 
about our opinions entertained by others, 
cannot really make them fatal or dangerous; 
and their £11; Kaen, of us cannot prevent our 
acceptance with Chriſt, for that depends on 
doing the will of his heavenly father. Theſe 
our brethren, are certainly wrong, in laying 
ſo much ſtreſs as they do, on unſcriptural 
words and phraſes ; and poſſibly, ſince they 
are only men, and as ſuch, liable to err; 
their apprehenſions of the chriſtian ſcheme, 
notvie the ſeverity of their cenſures, 
and the confidence of their affertions, ma 
be erroneous. But, on the other hand, if 
you make the word of God the rule of your 
faith and practice, though you ſhould miſ- 
take in ſome points, and greatly miſappre- 
hend ſome doctrines, you cannot miſs 65 fi- 
nal ſalvation; and, in a future world, you 
ſhall know the truth with clearneſs and 
Joy. In a word, not he, who involuntarily 
miſunderſtands the ſcriptures, but he. who 
diſobeys them by a wicked life, or arro- 
gantly ſets up another rule of faith beſides 
them, befides the declarations of the words 
of the ſcripture, is unſound. And he, who 
piouſly and humbly endeavours to know 
the meaning of the word of God, and to 
practiſe the duties it enjoins, is really ſound ; 
and we may with confidence hope, will be 
pronounced and approved of God, in the 
decifions of the great day. The former you 


are bound to oppoſe, with meekneſs and rea- 


ſoning 


| E# } 2 
foning, though he may boaſt of his truth 


and orthodoxy : the latter you are bound to 


love and embrace, though he may greatly 
miſtake ſome. points, where juſter ſentiments 
would more clearly and fully, difplay the 
goodneſs of God, the character of the 
Redeemer, and the excellency of the goſpel, 
and more effeQually advance the ends of 
chriſtianity, purity of religion, and righte- 
ouſnefs of manners. For the ſake of chriſ- 
tian truth and charity, I could with to leave 
ſtrong impreſſions of theſe things on your 
minds. | 3 | 
And, now to conclude, let me beg, that 
what hath been faid may be treated with 
candour ; and, permit me to ſubjoin my 
earneſt intreaties, that you would not ſuffer 
the moderation of your zeal, to degenerate 
into lukewarmneſs to religion, and indiffe- 
rence to truth. In the proper ſenſe of the 
text, contend earneſtly for the faith, 7. e. be 
warm advocates for chriſtianity, and for its 
purity and fimplicity ;—highly prize and value 
the religion of Chriſt; - make the ſacred ſcrip- 
tures your guide and counſellor ;—love and 
ſtudy the word of God, both with a view to 
more chriſtian practice, and to more juſt and 
rational ſentiments. Let not the profane 
and unbeliver draw you aſide from the faith of 
the goſpel, Uſe every method, your exam- 


ple, your ſubſtance and influence, to ſpread 


the knowledge of the ſcriptures, and to pro- 
mote the obedience of the goſpel. Be a 
e 


Ives, 
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with all who have fought a good fight, an 


1 


ſelves, my dear friends, diligent and candid 


enquirers after the truth: pious, holy, hum- 
ble, ſobet, and unblemiſhed in temper and 
And oh may the God of truth lead us into 
all truth May he honour me with being the 
Ak 15 of your knowledge, faith, holineſs, 
and joy! And in a better, nobler ſtate may 
we ſhare, a crown of righteouſneſs and glory, 
kept the faith. There, there may we rejoice 
together, and over one another, in the diſ- 
coveries and the glories of that happy period 
to error, uncharitableneſs and imperfection. 
Theſe; are bis fervent 8 is your 
ſervant in the Lord, Aſſiſt me, reſpected 
and dear chriſtians, with your humble and 
daily ſupplications at the throne of grace 
And may the God of truth and love ſend us 
a ao{ver of peace and joy! Amen - 
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REVEREND SIR, | | 


Have read your Sermon on be Nature. and 
Importance of contending for the "Faith, and 

would take the liberty to offer fome remarks 
upon it; which 1 leave to your candour to weigh 
and excuſe. I have prefaced them by a diſcourſe 
on the ſame ſubje& and text; becauſe your's ap- 
peared to me rather an application of the words to 
ſome preconceived notions of faith and of zeal for 
it, than an attempt to explain their defign, and 
aſcertain what were the ideas of the apoſtle. Not 
a ſpirit of party, but a regard for truth, and Chriſ- 
tian moderation, I truſt, hath dictated this publi- 


cation. I would wiſn to promote the reception and 


influence of thoſe principles that are moſt friendly 
to all parties; whilſt I point out the impropriety 
of thoſe expreſſions in your piece, which while they 
ſeem particularly levelled againſt others, may be 


very eaſily retorted on yourſelf with equal proprie- 
ty and force; but which, by whomſover uſed, or 


however applied, are not moſt favourable to free- 
| dom 
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dom of religious enquiry, and the cultivation of 


charity and peace. 
I ſhould have imagined, the occaſion, on which 


your diſcourſe was delivered, might have ſuggeſted, 


out of a variety of ſuitable topics, ſome one much 
more proper for the theme of our addreſs at that 
time, Poſſibly you might think the audience were 
ſinking into an indifference to the truths of the 
goſpel : but others judge, that nothing had ap- 
peared to excite ſuch apprehenſions and fears, and 
that the thermometer of their zeal was already 
full as high as temperate; and you have intimated 
it ſhould not aſcend to intemperate. You will not 
be offended then, if I obſerve, that the choice is 
liable to cenſure, as being neither particularly ſuit- 
able nor needful; and as calculated rather to in- 
flame than compoſe religious differences; and to 
promote a falſe zeal, rather than animate true devo- 
tion. Not that the ſubject itſelf hath this tenden- 
cy, but the ſtrain of the diſcourſe, and the ſpirit 
that runs through it. ; 

The firſt thing that ſtruck my mind on the pe- 
ruſal, and which I beg to ſubmit to your calm re- 
view, is, Sir, the air of infallibility viſible through 
all the compoſition. When you ſtile the, doctrines, 
you mention goſpel truths, p. 20. its precious truths, 
p. 22. weighty and important points of faith, p. 11. 
the diſtinguiſhing doctrines of the goſpel, p. 31. and 


ſuch, in which the everlaſting welfare of ſouls is 


immediately concerned, p. 28. I doubt not, you are 
perſuaded of the propriety and rectitude of your 
ſentiments: but this 1s ſpeaking in high ſtrains, 
and aſcribing a very great degree of importance to 
your own opinions. And not only are theſe ſtrong 
terms uſed, but there is not the leaſt intimation, 
not one hint dropt, that you are like other men 
liable to err, and may be miſtaken in your appre- 


henſions either of the truth, or of the importance 
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1 
of theſe principles. On the contrary, does not an 
unſuſpecting confidence that you are in the right 
every where appear? Your audience is not once 
directed ro uſe their judgment without any regard 


co yours; nor cautioned againſt a blind and impli- 
cit faith; nor exhorted to ſearch the ſcriptures to 
ſee, whether the repreſentations you have given, 


and the things you have ſaid, were ſo, or not.“ 


Is this quite ſo becoming a weak and fallible man? 
Ils this preſerving the decorum of the only cha- 
F rafter you have a right to aſſume, that of being 
che helper, not the Lord of the faith of chriſtians? 


You are not to be informed of the great need 
there always is of reminding chriſtians of theſe 


| things ; becauſe, great men, and good men have 
erred, and have frequently adopted principles, 


without ſufficient evidence, and with too great 
precipitation : and would it not have been peculi- 
arly proper, when you ſaw fit, to lay down articles 
of faith, to have exhorted the people to examine 
the ſcriptures for themſelves, and ſee whether 
you had applied them with propriety, and ex- 
plained them juſtly : for, a papiſt, in ſupport of 
the moſt abſurd doctrine of tranſubſtantiation, 
ll appeal to the letter and words of ſcripture. 
To have done this, would have looked more like 


* On page 21, Mr. Rooker does indeed expreſs himſelf in 
2 way ſomewhat favourable to the ſtudy of :he ſcriptures, 
when he ſays, Let us endeavcur, by reading, mediation, and 
rayer, to be well informed of divine truths, and to be able to 
MHinguiſb them from errors of every kind. But was this intend- 
d as an exhortation to ſeek for arguments in the ſcriptures 
n ſupport of ſome tenet already adopted, or as a perſuaſive 
0 enquire without prepoſſeffion for the doQrine contained in 
he bible ? IF the | 24:96 conſtruction is put on him, Mr. 
kooker muſt conſider it as a conſtruction ſuggeſted by the 
rain of the diſcourſe, and favoured by the turn of the ſen- 
ace. So that theſe expreſſions do not appear clearly and 


nqueſtionably to recommend FEN 8NQUIRY. 
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dom of religious enquiry, and the cultivation of 


charity and peace. 
I ſhould have imagined, the occaſion, on which 


your diſcourſe was delivered, might have ſuggeſted, 


out of a variety of ſuitable topics, ſome one much 
more proper for the theme of our addreſs at that 
time. Poſſibly you might think the audience were 
ſinking into an indifference to the truths of the 
goſpel : but others judge, that nothing had ap- 
peared to excite ſuch apprehenſions and fears, and 
that the thermometer of their zeal was already 
full as high as temperate; and you have intimated 
it ſhould not aſcend to intemperate. You will not 
be offended then, if I obſerve, that the choice is 
liable to cenſure, as being neither particularly ſuit- 
able nor needful; and as calculated rather to in- 
flame than compoſe religious differences; and to 
promote a falſe zeal, rather than animate true devo- 
tion. Not that the ſubject itſelf hath this tenden- 
cy, but the ſtrain of the diſcourſe, and the ſpirit 
that runs through it. 

The firſt thing that ſtruck my mind on the pe- 
ruſal, and which I beg to ſubmit to your calm re- 
view, is, Sir, the air of infallibility viſible through 
all the compoſition. When you ſtile the doctrines, 
you mention goſpel truths, p. 20. its precious truths, 
p. 22. weighty and important points of faith, p. 11. 
the diſtinguiſhing doctrines of the goſpel, p. 31. and 
ſuch, in which the everlaſting welfare of ſouls is 
immedzately concerned, p.28. 1 doubt not, you are 
perſuaded of the propriety and rectitude of your 
ſentiments: but this 1s ſpeaking in high ſtrains, 
and aſcribing a very great degree of importance to 
your own opinions. And not only are theſe ſtrong 
terms uſed, but there is not the leaſt intimation, 
not one hiat dropt, that you are like other men 
liable to err, and may be miſtaken in your appre- 
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of theſe principles. On the contrary, does not an 
unſuſpecting confidence that you are in the right 
every where appear? Your audience is not once 
directed to uſe their judgment without any regard 
to yours; nor cautioned againſt a blind and impli- 
cit faith z nor exhorted to ſearch the ſcriptures to 
ſee, whether the repreſentations you have given, 
and the things you have ſaid, were ſo, or not.“ 
Is this quite ſo becoming a weak and fallible man ?, 
Is this preſerving the decorum of the only cha- 
rater you have a right to aſſume, that of being 
the helper, not the Lord of the faith of chriſtians? 
You are not to be informed of the great need 
there always 1s of reminding chriſtians of theſe 


things; becauſe, great men, and good men have 


erred, and have frequently adopted principles, 


| without ſufficient evidence, and with too great 
precipitation: and would it not have been peculi- 
8 arly proper, when you ſaw fit, to lay down articles 
Jof faith, to have exhorted the people to examine 
the ſcriptures for themſelves, and ſee whether 
| you had applied them with propriety, and ex- 


plained them juſtly : for, a papiſt, in ſupport of 


the moſt abſurd doctrine of tranſubſtantiation, 
will appeal to the letter and words of ſcripture. 


To have done this, would have looked more like 


On page 21, Mr. Rooker does indeed expreſs himſelf in 
a way ſomewhat favourable to the ſtudy of :he ſcriptures, 
when he ſays, Let us endeavour, by reading, mediation, and 
prayer, to be well informed of divine truths, and to be able to 
aftinguiſh them from errors of every kind. But was this intend- 
ed as an exhortation to ſeek for arguments in the ſcriptures 
in ſupport of ſome tenet already adopted, or as a perſuaſive 
to enquire without prepoſſeffion for the doctrine contained in 
the bible ? If the * 5.6 conſtruction is put on him, Mr. 
Rooker muſt conſider it as a conſtruction ſuggeſled by the 
train of the diſcourſe, and favoured by the turn of the ſen- 
tence, So that theſe expreſſions do not appear clearly and 
unqueſtionably to recommend Fr 8NQUIRY. | 
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the lover of truth, like the aſſiſtant, not the dic- 
tator to their faith, 

But, beſides being ſo very clear and poſitive a 
to your own ſentiments, allow me, Sir, to wiſh 
you would aſk yourſelf, whether you are not too 


free and ſevere in your reflections on thoſe that 
differ from you? Subtle adverſaries, p. 22, ſuch a 


wreſt the precious truths of the goſpel out of our 


hands, p. 25, 36. Who flatly deny, craftily es. 
plain away, or make light of moſt of the diftinguiſh 
ing doctrines of the goſpel, p. 31. Theſe are the 
expreſſions, you uſe with reſpect to many of your 


@ rious | 


conde 


fellow chriſtians z expreſſions, that do not breath It 
the candour and gentleneſs of the chriſtian reli. cern, 
gion; for that inſtructs us, even when reviled, lips a 
not to revile again, and which are not conſiſten niſter. 
with your own declarations. In one place we are Wt beneve 
juſtly reminded, that, it does not belong to us, to pa not d 
ſentence upon others, and to determine their eterul ¶ to exc: 
fate, p. 31. But when, in other places, you ule to oth 
the invidious names of enemies, p. 37, and of ſub-· ¶ obſery 
tle adverſaries. who craftily explain away the di/- ſion an 
tinguiſhing doctrines of the goſpel; what is this, but the 
to judge the views and hearts of thoſe who have WF natu 
not the ſame apprehenſions with yourſelf, about {Mt © caſio 
the importance and truth, of what you deem the WM © mini 
great points of faith; to judge them, as chargeable, IM © if I 
not with involuntary errors, but with an inward “ ſome 
maligaity, and bad deſign? And are you indeed MW © of G 
on the reſerve with reſpect to their eternal ſtare? MW may t! 
For, in what light, but of paſſing a ſentence on his, WW ſuch a 
can we regard your ſaying, our bowels of compa|- con/cien 
fion ſhould yearn over them, i. e. fellow-profeſſors, * Sorr 
who have gone aſtray from the PRINCIPLES of 1: t Som 
goſpel, with the moſt tender concern for their ſpiritual * 
and everlaſting welfare, p. 22, 23, implying, that N 
their great intereſt is at ſtake; when, with a plain not hu 
reference to the ſame perſons, you introduse et crying a 
aufn eature 
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awful words of the apoſtle, there ſhall be falſe teachers 
among you, who privily ſhall bring in damnable be- 


refies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and 


bring upon themſelves ſwift deſtruction, p. 32: And 
when, with the ſame perſons in your eye, as moſt 
of your readers will be ready to ſuppoſe, you ad- 
viſe earneſt endeavours to pluck them as brands out 
of the burning, and to ſet them in the right way to 
everlaſting felicity, p. 39. You, that ſay we ought 


not to judge others, do you ſeat yourſelf on the 
chrone of judgment? this is to countenance a cenſo- 


Y rious ſpirit by your example, whilſt, in words, you 


condemn. 1t, . 
It really affects my mind with tender con- 


cern, that ſuch ſentences ſhould eſcape from the 
lips and pen of a chriſtian, and proteſtant mi- 
niſter. And it is doing honour to your piety and 
benevolence, to ſuppoſe you will wiſh, they had 


not dropt from you. Their natural tendency is 


to excite in the minds of many, diſguſt and hatred 


to others. 


For, as the excellent Dr, Doddridge 


| obſeryes, with a juſt and beautiful force of expreſ- 
ſion and ſentiment, * Alas! too inflammable are 


the paſſions of men in this degenerate ſtate of 
e nature, and too many are the unavoidable oc- 
«* caſions of offence. It is not neceſſary that the 
* miniſters of Chriſt ſhould abet their fury; and, 
if I may be indulged in the expreſſion, tear out 
* ſome of the moſt important leaves of the book 
* of God, to give fire to the fatal train “.“ You 


may think, Sir, that you have guarded againſt 


ſuch a conſequence, by declaring for full liberty of 
conſcience , page 36, and by cautioning your au- 


* Sermon on chriſtian candour and unanimity, page, 30. 

+ Some will think the following ſtory & propechere. A certain 
demure perſon (no matter of what ſect) had a dog, that 
through age was grown uſeleſs and troubleſome. He could 
not find in his heart to kill him; „No, honeſt Tray, I will 
not hurt thee ?” Saying this, he turns him out into the ſtreet, 
crying aloud, Map Doc, Map Dos! and fo lets the poor 
creature go to the mercy.of the world, 

D 2 dience 


— 


| 
| 


PFF 


— — — —— 
4 


E 

dience to take great care, that their contending fo 
goſpel truths, be always with chriſtian meekneſs, p. 

o. But ſurely it requires no great penetration to 
ee, that, Once declare a man heretic, a ſchiſna. 
« fic, an enemy to truth and religion, out of the pale 
te of the church and the faveur of God, and it 
« will be a hard matter not to hate him, not to 
*« turn him out of our favour, not to think al 
& kind uſage more than he deſerves, or not to be 


* pleaſed when he is ill uſed; and how eaſy is it, 


from ſuch a ſpirit, to proceed ourſelves td con- 
% cur in the treatment,*,” | 
Your diſcourſe appears particularly calcy. 
lated to produce theſe effects, when it would 
abate the natural eſteem men haye for a mo- 
ral behaviour, and a religious profeſſion ; and 
lo would leave the mind open to odious repre. 
ſentations and impreſſions, ſince it inſtructs ys, 
not to tate it for granted, that others are good cbriſ 
tians, becauſe of their moral behaviour, or external 
profeſſions ; and intimates, that theſe may ſubſi 


where there is no evidence of the truth of grace, p. 
* 38. Indeed, here you diſagree with yourſelf, for, 


p. 36, you ſay, we would not condemn the conduit 
of others, any farther than they are evidently * known 
* by their fruits.“ Now, what are the fruits of » 
vital unionaggith Chriſt ? p. 38. What are the ef- 
fects of ihe Wider of godlineſs, but a profeſſion of 
religion, uniformly carried through all the duties of 
piety, and a moral behaviour 7 You know the 
2 animating promiſe of our Lord with re- 
pect to the former, whoſoever confeſſeth me befort 
man, him will I confeſs before my father, and his bo- 
ly angels : and you are not unacquainted with the 
numerous precepts that enjoin the latter. And 
when the apoſtle deſcribes the qualifications of a 


Mr. Brown's Sermon ſor Nov. 5th, 1718. + Matth. x. 32. 
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chriſtian biſhop ; every mark, he mentions, is an 
inſtance of moral behaviour . If theſe are the 
criterions in this caſe, why are they not the marks 


for judging of the truth of grace in general ? 


The next thing, Sir, upon which I muſt, be fo 
free as to animadvert, is this; that, not contented 


vwich informing us, that faith means the doctrine 
of faith, you have ſingled out ſome particular 


points of which you ſcruple not to ſay, theſe are 
articles in which the grand end of Chriſt's incarnation, 
obedience and ſufferings, the honour of the Redeemer, 


and the welfare of immortal fouls, are immediately 


concerned. And therefore, if there are any truths, 
which demand our | ſerious regard, certainly THESE 


are points, for which we ſhould EARNESTLY CON» 


TEND, p. 13. The points you have ſelected and 
diſtinguiſhed with theſe characters of importance 


and moment, are the doctrines of particular elec- 
tion, the trinity, original fin, and juſtifica- 
| tion by the righteouſneſs of Chriſt alone, which 


you explain, p. 14, by the mediatorial righteouſneſs 
of Chriſt yuTED to us. I diſpute not at preſent 
the truth of theſe articles; but is Mr. Rooker ſuch 
a ſtranger in our Iſrael, as not to know, that about 
theſe points in particular, the chriſtian world has 
been moſt divided? On theſe heads learned, not 
to ſay, good men, have entertained very different 
apprehenſions, and have often been at a loſs to 
alcertain their own ideas about them. Theſe arti- 
cles general aſſemblies have debated : ſome coun- 
cils wa eſtabliſhed them ; other councils have 


rejected and condemned them. They are emba- 
raſſed with difficulties, and involved in obſcurity ; 
in the judgment of thoſe, who are advocates for 
them, they are myſterious and incomprehenſible, 
And are theſe the eſſential and fundamental arti- 
cles of chriſtianity ; the religion which forbids 


ot 1 Tim. lil, 22. 
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L 39 } 
daating about queſtions and ſtrifes of words; the 
religion of the plain and unlearned man? I ſhould 
rather imagine thoſe doctrines to be moſt nearly 
and immediately connected with ſalvation, which 
are moſt eaſy to be underſtood, and leaſt liable to 
objection and doubt. Some ſuch points hath both 
natural and revealed religion: ppints, none but 


the ſceptic and infidel will diſpute, and which WW 


none but the profane and vicious will reject; points, 
to which all chriſtians can aſſent, and which con- 
ſtitute the common principles of their faith, and 
e bonds of union. The pious and good Dod. 
idge, in his admirable diſcourſe on chriſtian 
unanimity and candour, gives us this view of theſe 
principles of ſalvation *, © To reyerence, with 
& filial duty and love, the God of heaven, and to 
t adore him with integrity of heart, to honour 
< Jeſus his ſon, as his brighteſt image, fſubſcrib- 
ing to the truth of all he is ænoum to have re. 
« vealed, and the authority of all he is appre- 
& hended to command; conſcientouſly to abſtain 
«from every known evil, and to practiſe, ſo far 
« as human infirmity will permit, the conprehen- 
ive e of living ſoberly, righteauſly, and 
laoking for the mercy of our Lord Jeſus 

+ Chriſt, unto eternal life; aſſuredly expecting a 
future judgment, and an eternal world; ET 
ly endeavouring to prepare for both, by ſetting 
9 74 affections on thoſe great objects, which the 
« Pate opens to our view; and, finally, being ha- 
« bitually ready to ſacrifice life, and all its enjoy- 
* ments, to that bleſſed hope :—this, this, my 
« brethren, ſays that good and great man is 
* the eſſential character of every chriſtian ; and 
<* where we ſee this, is this the man to be hated 
and ſuſpected? I will add, can I refuſe to eſteem 


page 12, 13, firſt edition. 
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« and embrace him, merely becauſe he worſhips 
in another aſſembly, or according to a different 
« form, becauſe he expreſſes his apprehenſions 
« about ſome of theſe doctrines, in different words, 
« becauſe he cannot ſee all that we think we diſ- 
« cern in ſome paſſages of ſcripture, or becauſe 
« he imagines he ſees ſomething which we diſcern 
« not?” Theſe are certainly very different notions 
from what you entertain, about the articles neceſ- 
© ſary to be believed, in order to ſalvation. 
However, from him we carry the appeal to an 
higher authority, that of the holy ſcriptures. Here we 
expect, that every truth hath its proper place, and 
real importance aſſigned it; here we expect to find 
the prerequiſites to eternal life clearly aſcertained. 
What, then, ſay theſe invaluable records, theſe 
words of truth and falvation? What faith our 
bleſſed Lord in the ſermon which was intended 
to deſcribe the qualifications of his accepted ſub- 
8 jets? Here is a total ſilence about the articles 
you mention; and he concludes it with declaring, 
whoſoever heareth theſe ſayings of his, and doth 
them, buildeth his houſe on a rock. What doth 
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the apoſtle Jobn advance on this point? only this; 


« Theſe, i. e. the figns which Jeſus did in the 
« preſence of his diſciples, are written, that you 
* might believe that Jeſus is the Chriſt, the fon 
* of God, and that believing you might have 
life through his name,” John xx. 31. Here 
again, as to the articles of your liſt, there is a 
total ſilence. On what confeſſion was the eunuch 
admitted to baptiſm ? ſimply this, 7 believe that 
« Feſus Chriſt is the ſon of God,” As viii. 37, What 
ſayeth the apoſtle Paul on the ſubject ? merely 
this, „If thou ſhalt confeſs with thy mouth the 


Lord Jeſus, and ſhalt believe in thine heart, 


© that God raiſed him from the dead, thou ſhalt 
be ſaved,” Rom. x. 9. 
Still 
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Still here is the ſame ſilence as to the poiny 
you W p ſo highly. And, do they find: 
place in the lift of the firſt principles,” of th 
fundamental points of the knowledge of Chrij 


given us by the ſacred writer? Heb. vi. 18. Ar 


they once inculcated, are they once expreſſed i 
the diſcourſes addreſſed to Jews or Pagans, in o. 
der to their converſion, and inſtruction in the d. 
ſtinguiſhing truths of the goſpel? Attend th, 
preaching of the apoſtles Peter and Paul, on 
the feaſt of Pentecoſt, at the gate of the templ:, 
to the family of Cornelius, in the ſynagogue at 4» 
#ioch, or before the Athenians: we do not mee 
with one word concerning particular election, the 
trinity, original fin, or the imputation of Chriſt 
righteouſneſs. Now ſince, when the apoſtle 
taught men what they ſhould do to be faved, 
they were ſilent on theſe points, what concluſion 
is to be drawn, what concluſion can be drawn 
from hence, but that they are not eſſential to ſalyz- 
tion? Suppoſing they are. truths, yet you allow, al 
truths are not of the ſame importance, p. 10. and a 
plain chriſtian, not converſant with the decrees of 
councils, and the catechiſms of aſſemblies, will 
be apt, from hence, to imagine, that zheſe prin- 
ciples, are not ſo immediately connected with the 
welfare of immortal ſouls, as you aſſert. Nay, is it 
not preſumption in you, or me, to aſſign even any 
truths, ſuch @ degree of importance and weight, 
without the authority of thoſe divinely commiſſi- 
oned teachers, who ſhewed men the way of ſalva- 


tion? This is to be wiſe above and beyond our rule. 


And what if the tenets we thus enforce, 
ſhould not be the truths of God? As to thoſe you 
have mentioned, they are only, -Sir, your explica- 
tions, or concluſions from the ſcripture doctrine, 
and do, and ever will, lie obnoxious to great 

objections 


cluſion 
drawn 
ſalva⸗ 
OW, all 
and a 
ees of 
„ Will 
Prin- 
th the 
7, is it 
en any 
eight, 
1m1ſſ}- 
ſalva- 
r rule, 
force, 
e you 
plica- 
*trine, 
great 
ctions 


1 3 1 


objections with many, whoſe faith is built, not 


on the word of man, but on the word of God. 


The firſt point, you inſtance in, is be doctrine of 
particular eleFion, which, you lay, is often repre- 
ſented in hideous forms, and then laid to our charge 
by way of reproach, p. 9. Yes! becauſe theſe are 
it's true forms. For to argue from the paternal 
character, (a way of reaſoning our Lord hath taught 
us, Matt. vii.) would you, Sir, who are a parent, 
ſecretly reſolve, before they were born, and could 
have done either good or evil, to diſinherit any of 
your children? Or would you, when all had of- 
fended you equally, only diſtinguiſh one or two by 
a reſtoration to your affection and fortune, and 
leave the reſt to ſuffer, abandoned and unforgiven, 
without a poſſibility of making their peace? You 
would not do this: and certainly our Father m 
heaven will not do any thing like it. Yer your 
doctrine of particular election repreſents him bring- 
ing creatures into exiſtence in circumſtances of in- 
finite diſadvantage to them, and forſaking his 
offspring as ſoon as he gave them life. This is 
not to be evaded by ſaying, , that no perſon will 
« be condemned at laſt but on account of their 
s fins,” p. 9. For this is a direct contradiction 
to your ſyſtem, which ſuppoſes all men ſunk in 
ruin, by the fin of Adam, p. 12; neither is this 
doctrine to be ſupported by alledging the words of 
the apoſtle, © I will have mercy, on whom I will 
„have mercy,” p. 9: For thoſe words, and the 
whole ninth chapter of the epiſtle to the Romans, 
as Dr. Doddridge allows and ſhows, relates not to 
the election of particular perſons to eternal life, 
but to the calling of the Gentiles, and the rejection 
of the Jews from the privileges of the goſpel. 
As to the particular caſe of Eiau and Jacob, the 
Doctor obſerves, © it is certain the apoſtle does 
* not ſpeak of the eternal ſtate of Jacob and 

1 « Efau, 
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„ Eſau, (whatever ſome may ſuppoſe deducible 
„ from what he ſays) nor did he ſo much «x; 
«© ſpeak of their perſons, as of their poſterity, 
« ſince it is plainly to that poſterity, both the 


ha prophelies he quotes, in ſupport of his argu- 


% ment, refer, Gen. xxv. 23. Mal. i. 2, 3. His 
e laying waſte the heritage of the Edomites for 
* the dragons of the wilderneſs, is ſo different a 
e thing from his appointing the perſon of Eſau 
<* to eternal miſery by a mere act of fovereignty, 
<* without regard to any thing done, or to be done by 
* him to deſerve it, that I will rather ſubmit to any 
« cenſure from my fellow-ſervants, than deal ſo free- 
ly with my maker, as to conclude the one from 
the other.” You reckon it, indeed, a matter 
of aſtoniſhment, that any perſon, who makes no doudt 
of the divine fore-knowledge, ſhould have their indig- 
nation ſo much raiſed againſt this doFrine ; as if the 
latter was a neceſſary conſequence from the for- 


mer. But, not to, urge the reaſonings of many 
ſenſible writers to reconcile the divine fore-know- 


ledge with human liberty; not to urge, that the 
ſcriptures ſpeak of both, in the caſe of Chriſt's 
death, as equally true, and perfectly conſiſtent *, 
which could not be, had the former an influence 
on the latter;—on your way of arguing, reprobatios 
is as neceſſary a conſequence of the acknowledge- 
ment of God's preſcience, as election; though 
you . cautiouſly avoid the mention of this com- 


fortable doctrine. For, on your ſuppoſition, it 


God fore knows the ſins and ruin of men, he 210 
appoint both: © a doctrine ſo pregnant with g/comy, 
* and, as I ſkould fear, fatal conſequences, that 


I think it a part of the duty I owe to the 


« word of God, to reſcue it from the imputation 


of ſuch a tenet,” ſays the before mentioned 


good man f. You exprels a ſurpriſe, that any 
Acts viii. 22. Dod dridge on Jud, verſe 4. 
| ſhould 
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ſhould have their indignation ſo raiſed againſt this 
doctrine, . that they will ſcarcely bear to have the 
word ELECTION mentioned, though we read in the 
holy ſcriptures ſo much of it, both name and thing, 
p. 10. Is it indeed ſo plain, ſo inconteſtable a 
point, that the name and thing, as explained by you, 
are to be met with in the ſcripture ? Many dili- 
gent and accurate ſtudents in the ſcriptures ſup- 
poſe, that the whole body of chriſtians, Jews, and 
Gentiles, are ſtiled the choſen and ele& of God, 
on account of their external and preſent privi- 
leges; as the Jews were ſo named on this ac- 
count, Deut. iv. 37. ch. vii. 6. ch. x. 15. 1 Kings 
lil. 8. 1 Chron. xvi. 13. Hal. cv. 6. Ja. xlv. 4. 
&c. This is an eaſy, plain ſenſe of election; reflects 
not at all on the perfections of God, is conſiſtent 
with the offers and exhortations of ſcripture, and 
preſerves an harmony between the language of the 
old and new teſtament. Thus does it recommend 
itſelf to all who would think worthily of their 
maker, and explain their bible conſiſtently. 

The next article you number among the weighty 
points of faith, is the doctrine of the trinity. But 
it is an infelicity attending the ſupport of this 
doctrine ; that, if the thing is to be diſcovered in 
the ſcriptures, the name is not to be found ere. 
The word trinity is moſt undoubtedly no ſcrip— 
tural term: You, Sir, have not produced one 
paſſage where it occurs : No writer on the con- 
troverſy ever met with the word in holy writ; nor 
was it known to firſt and pure antiquity, ſtrange 
as it may ſound. Calvin, with a plain reference 
to this term, inſiſts on the utility of © avoiding all 
modes of expreſſion on the ſubject, that are too 
«*. harſh, and remote from the ule of ſcripture:“ 
he ſays, „that the prayer commonly uſed, O 
holy trinity, one God, have mercy on us, diſ- 
e pleaſes me, and ſavours of barbariſm;“ and he 


adds, „to explain the phraſe, one God, by the 
E « word 


1136 
« word trinity, is not only inſipid, but profane.“ 
Nay, he further remarks, by the by, that, when- 
«ever the words, God and Chriſt, occur together, 
the former means the facher, by way of diſtine- 
«tion; and that when Chriſt declares, he father 
* 7s greater than J, not the human nature only, 
„ but the whale perſon of Chriſt is referred *,” 
Theſe are the conceſſions of that reformer, it 
muſt be left to others to reconcile them with his 
general ſentiments and reaſonings. 

As to the hing, ſince you aſſert, that the Fa- 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, have diſtin} pkRsO- 
NAL names and characters given them, p. 11. allow 
me to aſk, what you mean by the word per/on ? 
It muſt ſignify, either an intelligent ſpirit, or 
ſome relative character, and nominal difference; 
there is no alternative, If the former ſenſe of 
the word be adopted, I ſcruple not to pronounce 
you a tritheiſt, a believer in three ſupreme ſpi- 
rits; if the latter, notwithſtanding your zeal for 
orthodoxy, you are only a nominal trinitarian, a 
mere ſabethan; and your fentiments muſt nearly 
reſolve "themſelves into Socinianiſm.— Vou aſſert 
further, that the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
have the ſame divine titles, attributes, works, and 
worſhip aſcribed to them? This you advance; but 
where 1s the proof? Where are the titles of ſu- 
preme deity aſcribed to the Holy Ghoft'? Where 
is a throne, or kingdom aſſigned him? Where do 
you find a fingle precept to worſhip him, or a 
ſingle petition, or aſcrĩption directed to him? We 
reverence and adore, we love and confide in Jeſus 
Chriſt, the Son of God, the Lord and Saviour of 
mankind ; but cannot fay, he has the ſame titles, 
in all reſpects, with his God and father. Is he 
ever called, th? one God, as is the father? Is it 
ever ſaid of him, that he only hath immortality ? 
He is deſcribed as the image of the inviſible God, 


*'Caivini Opera, Tom. Sept. p. 683, 6, 7. Editi. Ge- 
nev. fol. 1613. 
not 
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not as the invi/ible God : And is he ever ſhi 
the only wiſe Gad, as his father is in diſtinction 
from the Son? Rom. xvi. 17. As to his attributes, 
it appears to us, the ſcriptures repreſent his know- 
ledoe, as limited and communicated, Malt. xxiv. 36. 
Rev. i. 1. Jobn xiv. 13. his power as derived, John 
v. 19. ch. vi. 26, 27. And, as to his goodneſs, doth 
not he himſelf ſay,” Luke xviii. 19. Why calleſt 
« thou me good? Fhere is none good fave one, 
« that is, God.” With fincere' veneration, and 
ardent gratitude, we aſcribe glory and praiſe to 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; but have not yet found 
the place where any other than mediatorial'worſhip is 
aſcribed to him. The worſhip: of Chriſt proceeds 
from the will of God: “ God hath highly exalted 
« him, and given him a name above every name, 
« that at the name of Jeſus every knee ſhould 
„ bow,” Phil. ii. 9, 10. It is the reward of his 
obedience: © He humbled himſelf, and became 
« obedient unto. death, therefore God hath highly 
« exalted him,” Id. It is paid to him, not under the 
character of the ſupreme God, but of the lamb 
that was flain, Rev. v. 12. And it ultimately cen- 
ters not in his glory, but redounds to that of God 
the father, Phil: ii. 11. 

Now, when the ſcriptures * thus © ſtate the 
grounds and nature of our worſhip. of him, 
is it becoming in us to ſay, that if be be 
not properly God, it is idolatry to worſhip bim? 
The good Mr. Baxter hath ſpoken much 
more | modeſtly, <* had God, ſays he, bid me pray 
«* to angels, I ſhould not have refuſed it, but 
taken it for my honour.” We, farther, cannot 
ſee that the arguments drawn. from the high titles 
and great things aſcribed to our faviour, conclude! 
for his proper deity; for let the judicious and 
candid reader conſult the following texts, and ſee 
whether no like aſcriptions of dignity, of works, 


of regard and reverence, are uſed concerning Mo- 


/es; the text I refer to are, Exod. vii. 1. ch. iv. 16. 
Num, 


0 
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Num. xii. 11. Exad. x. 16, 17. Exod. xi. 8. 


Exod. xxxii. 7. ch. xxxili. 1. Exod. xiv. ult. ch. 
xix. 9g. Deut. xi. 13, 14, 13, Deut. xxi. 23. 
Deut. xxix. 3, 6. 1 Cor. x. 1, 2. Not that 
we place our ſacred redeemer on a level 
even with that great head of the former diſpen- 
{ation of religion; juſtly is he “counted by us as 
worthy of more glory than 4, for as much as 
Moſes was faithful in all his houſe, as 4 ſervant, 
but Chriſt as a ſon over his own houſe.” Heb. iii. 
3, 3, 6. And to him Maſes and all the prophets 
gave witneſs; and David called him, my Lord. 
After all I may appeal to you, Sir, whether 
the ſcriptures, ſo far from ſpeaking of one God 
in three perſons, do not conſtantly and uniformly 
repreſent: the divine being ac one perſon, ** Thou 
«<.'ſhalt have no other Gods before Mx,“ Exod. 
X. 3. „od ſo loved the world, that he gave 
nis only begotten ſon,” John iii. 16. And fur- 
ther, do they not aſſert in the plaineſt terms, that 
this one divine being is, not Father, Son, and Ho- 
IN Spirit, but he father only,: and excluſive of the 
ſon and ſpirit. “ To us there is but one God, 
the rarhzR, of whom are all things; and one 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by whom are all things, and 
we by him,” 1 Cor. vin. 6. One Lord, 
* ONE GOD AND FATHER of all, who is above all, 
and through all, and in you all,” Epheſ. iv. 5, 
6. Does not Chriſt himſelt, when addreſſing his 
father, © that they may know THEE THE ONLY 
* TRUE Gor, and Jeſus Chriſt whom thou has 
« ſent,” Jahn xvii. 3. Nay, though the word 
God occurs in the new: teſtament 1238 times, 
there is not one text where it neceſſarily ſignifies 
more perſons than one; and thoſe. few excepted, 
wherein the word 1s expreſly applied to Chriſt ; it 
is moſt reaſonable, caſy, 'and; conſiſtent in all 
theſe places, to underſtand the term of the fa- 
ther only. And it is certain, the father is frequent- 


ly 
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ly ſtiled Cod, even with reſpect to Chriſt, as well 
as other beings: The God of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, Eobeſ. i. 17. I h aſcend unto my father, 
« and your father; | unto my God, and your God,” 
Jobn xx. 17. and four times in one verſe, . 
Ii, 12. even where our I ſpeaks in his higheſt 
character. 

To give rength. to your reaſonings on this 
head, you add, the vALIbrry of what Chriſt. did 
and ſuffered for us, depends entirely upon his being, 
not only man, but God, p. 11, ſtrongly ſaid; but 
what text of ſcripture ſays the ſame thing? On 
the contrary, when the apoſtle ſpeaks of Chriſt's 
ability, does he not alledge —. « his having 
« ſuffered, being tempted,” and “ his, everliving 
« to. make interceſſion,” eb, ii. 18. ch. vii. 25. 
And, in other places, when Chriſt is propoſed to 
us, as mediator, his. humanity alone is mentioned, 
Acts. ii. 22, 36. ch. xvii. 31. 2 Tim. ii. 5, There 
« ig one mediator. between God and man, THE 
% Max, Chriſt Jeſus:“ whereas, on your hypothe- 
ſis, methinks it ſhould be ſaid, the God- man, 
Chriſt Jeſus. But as the ſeriptures inſiſt only on 
his appointment to his office, and on his humani- 
ty, I muſt believe, that this is a foundation ſuffi- 
ciently valid to build my confidence upon, for his 
ability to ſave. 

Does it reflect any credit on your cauſe, that 
you ſum up your remarks on this head with the 
Jobn v. 7? a text that is not authentic; and, if 
it was authentic, is not to the purpoſe. Are you, 
Sir, to be informed, that it is not to be met with 
in any ſingle Greek manuſcript before the ſixteenth 
century; That it occurs in none of the antient ver- 
ſions, except the Latin, nor is extant in all the 
manuſcripts of that verſion: that it was not in- 
ſerted in the printed copies of the New Teſta- 


ment from a Greek manulcript : That the antient 


authors do not quote it, though there were occa- 
ſions, 
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frons, when they might He expected 
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d to quote it; 
and that it was not publiſhed in our firſt Engliſh 
bibles as genuine, but only as a probable ; and in 
ſome of the firſt not publiſhed at all J. But was 
it genuine, it anſwers not the purpoſe for which 
it is produced. It does not aſſert, chat theſe three 


are onę God: and the moſt learned trinitarians 


have acknowledged, it relates only to their teſti- 
mony, for they are conſidered and ſpoken of 
here as witneſſes; fo Beza 15 ſo Calvin, and in 
later times Dr. Jennings. © If the orthodox, ſays 
„he, can prove the authority of his text, they 
44 vill find it hard to prove their doctrine of three 
4 diſtinct perſons in one divine nature from it F.” 

Theſe conceſſions on this head remind me, that 


. there is not one text uſually alledged to ſupport 
this doctrine, but ſome or other of the moſt learn - 


ed and critical interpreters of ſcripture, - among 
the trinitarians, have given it up as inſufficient 
and inconcluſive. And what muſt-a common 
chriſtian think of a cauſe, what of the truth and 
importance of a doctrine, for which you, a tutor 
in theology, attempt to produce, but one text; 
and that inconcluſive and ſpurious ? If „the ſerip- 
« tures have ſo fully declared it,” for the fake of 
your reputation, for the ſake of truth, quote the 
paſſage, direct us to the place where they aſſert, 


* Michaelis's lectures on the New Teſtament, F. 151. 

N. B. The learned profeſſor folemnly acknowledges his 
belief of the eternal divinity of Chriſt, though he rejects 
this text . 

+ Free Thoughts upon an enquiry into the authorities of 
the firſt and ſecond chapters of St. Matthew's goſpel ; and Dr. 
Jennings? divinity lectures, MS. 

1 Et Bi tres unum fant. xas H Tetig en. Id eſt, ita pror- 
ſas conſentiunt, ac fi unus teſtis eſſent, uti revera unum ſunt, 
ſi ca ſpectes, ſed de illà (ut mihi quidem videtur) non agitur 
hoe in loco: quod & gloſſa ipſa interlinearis, quam vocant, 
agnoſcit. Beza in loc. 

Jennings's divinity lectures, MS. 


there 


biaſs to 
gland, a 
bic tran 
three G 
66 God | 

Anot/ 
Sir, 1s 4 
On this 
able to 
you in 2 
diſtreſſi1 
have £01 
then, I 
by OUT 
guilt ar 
red; th 
acts on 
16. E 
ſin. T 
ter of 
guilt of 
garded, 
ginal ſin 
de met 
conſtitu 
things, 
that we 
that th 
* man 


E441 


there are three perſons and one God, I require 
declaration of ſcripture for this purpoſe ; for 
our concluſions and deductions from different 


paſſages, or thoſe of a ſynod, are only the infe- 


rences of men, not the declarations of the word of 


God. And I will take the liberty to oppoſe to 
your teſtimony and opinion, that of Jos, the At- 
rican, who may be ſuppoſed a diſintereſted judge 
on this queſtion, - becauſe not educated with a 
biaſs to either ſide; who, when he was in Eng- 
gland, and was aſked, after the peruſal of an Ara- 
bic tranſlation of the New Teſtament, if he found 
three God's there? rephed, © No, no, one great 
« God !—one great good God !* 

Another important article of faith, you obſerve, 
Sir, is what is commonly called ORIGINAL SIN. p. 12. 
On this point alſo, I have not the pleaſure of being 
able to conſent to what you advance. I join with 


you in acknowledging, though it is a painful and 


diſtreſſing truth, that by, inning againſt God, we 
have contratted both. guilt and polution, p. 14. but 
then, I cannot but conſider theſe evils as incurred 
by our own actual, perſonal tranſgreſſions. Sin and 
guilt are perſonal things, and cannot be transfer- 
red; the God of equity and truth declares, he 
acts on this equal and juſt principle: Deut. xxiv. 
16, Every man ſhall be put to death for his own 
ſin. This point is fully taught in the 18th chap- 
ter of "Ezekiel Adam's fin was his own act, the 
guilt of it was his own, and is not, cannot be re- 
garded, as that of his poſterity. The terms, ori- 


ginal fin, and federal head, are unſcriptural, not to 


de met with in the word of God; and ſuppoſe a 
conſtitution, which would ſubvert the nature of 
things, and is contrary to truth. It is granted, 
that we ſuffer by the ſin of Adam; and this is all 
that the text you quote will prove. “ By one 


man fin entered into the world, and death by 
F | fin, 


— — — — — - 


: E 4+ } 
* fin, and fo death paſſed upon all men, fo 

all have ſinned ;” 2 or ter. which all have Y 
ned, i. e. (ſays Dr. Doddridge) they are ſo fi Peats 
« involved in the conſequence of the firſt tran, refer 
« greſſion, as, by means of it, they are becom of: th 
* obnoxious to death *,” Rom. v. 12. When yon his W. 
add the 19th verſe, * That by one man's diſobe propri 


Was x. 
ture 1 


« dience many were made ſinners;“ you forge tice, k 
to ſubjoin the next clauſe, © So by the obedience Wi ud 
“ of one man ſhall many be made righteous / ſignific 


« tiles 
« NAT 
nature 
underf 
men w 


rightec 


where it is aſſerted, that the evil under which the 
many fell, by the diſobedience of one man, is u. 
moved by the obedience of another; and the 
ſame many, who, in the former caſe, were mad: 
finners, are, in latter, made righteous. 

As to the other texts, viz. © Being dead in tre{ 
« paſſes and fins,” and © by nature the children d 35-) 01 
wrath, even as others ;” let it be remembered, that 10 


not only i is the apoſtle ſpeaking of the ſtate of che il 714 
Gentiles alone, before their converſion, in oppoſition form 1 
to their ſtate under the goſpel ; but he is treating that fi 
entirely of their actual ſins, of the treſpaſſes in deſcend 
which they had walked, and had their converſation. WM > tha 
So he ſpeaks alfo, chap. iv. 17, 18, 19, 22, „ Thi and in 
« I tay, therefore, and teſtify in the Lord, that and d 
« ye henceforth walk not as other Gentiles walk in WM Juote 
« the vanity of their mind, who being paſt feeling, for thi 
<« have given themſelves over unto laſciviouſnels, the fal 
* to work all uncleanneſs with greedineſs. —T hat ye does n. 
put off concerning the former converſation, the mank11 
* old man:“ paſſages that ſhow the apoſtle meant ruin t 
only their perſonal conduct, and not to the fall of dience, 
Adam. It is further clear that the words, “by toreigr 
nature children of wrath,” do not expreſs the 4 Ce 

other 1 


condition of mankind at their birth ; becauſe, the 
apoſtle, when ſpeaking of the Jews, ſays, We ing, n. 
are Jews by nature, and not ſinners of the Gen- but of 


tiles,“ Gal. ii. 15. For, if the phraſe before ls of 1 
that nc 
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was applicable to all men, the Jews were by na- 
ture ſinners, as well as the Gentiles. This ap- 
pears clearly to prove, that the word nature cannot 
refer to the natural birth of the perſons ſpoken 
of: the apoſtle uſes the word in ſeveral ſenſes in 
his writings. Here it may be underſtood with 
propriety for habit ; for vice, by repeated prac- 
tice, becomes quite natural, or ingrafted: or, I 
ſhould rather apprehend, the terms here bears a 
fgnification ſimilar to Rom. ii. 14. The Gen- 
« tiles, which have not the written law, do by 
« xaTURE the things contained in the law.” Here 
nature means the- natural powers of reaſon and 
underftanding ; by which as improved, or abuſed, 
men will become acceptable to the God, that loves 
righteouſnels in perſons of every nation, (As xx. 
35.) or otherwiſe the children of wrath. 

To illuſtrate the view you give of the doctrine of 
original ſin, you ſay, p. 29. The oracle of truth in- 
farm us, that by ſin we- have deſtroyed ourſelves , 
that fince the fall of Adam, we are an unclean thing 
deſcended from an unclean : Now, not to inſiſt upon 
it, that deſtroying ourſelves, and being deſtroyed by 
and in Adam, are really two things very diſtinct 
and different, permit me to remark, that you 
quote ſcripture mare by the ſound than the ſenſe, 
for there is not any intimation about Adam, or 
the fall, in either of theſe paſſages. The former 
does not relate in the leaſt to the circumſtances of 
mankind in general, but only to the miſery and 
ruin the children of Vrael had by their diſobe- 
dience, idolatry, and ſecking the aſſiſtance . of 
foreign powers, brought on themſelves, of. xiii. 
9. Compare chapter xiv. 13. And, as to the 
other in Jos, chap. xiv. 4. the holy man, is ſpeak- 
ing, not of the guilt and pollution of mankind, 
but of his ſorrows and mortality; and the ſentence 
is of the proverbial kind, and uſed to ſignify, 


that nothing can be more perfect than its origi- 
N nal. 
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nal*. And, ſhould it be allowed to refer to u. 


. ginal fin, it would prove too much to ſerve that 


ſcheme ; © For, it would prove natural pravity is 
% Þ far from rendering us fit ſubjects of wrath, 
<« that. it may be urged as a reaſon, why God 
&* ſhould not bring us into judgment with him, 
verſe 3d . | 

Under this head may I properly take no. 
tice of another text, Which. you apparently miſ. 
apply. It is Jobn vi. 65, 66. when Chriſt ſaid, 
« No man can come unto me, except it were 
« given him of my father: it is obſerved, that 
" Mi that time, many of his diſciples went 
« back, and walked no more with him.” This 
you alledge to encourage thoſe who may be flighed, 
becauſe they make a ſtand for the great doctrine of 
EFFICACIOUS'GRACE, p. 39. Now, that our Lord 
does not here advance what you ſtile he great 
doctrine of efficacious grace +, appears in my appre- 
henſions from this, that our Lord's reaſon, if it 
was this, that no man can believe, unleſs wrought 
on by the efficacious grace of his father, would 
have exculpated the unbelieving Jews, and have 
rendered- their infidelity not their guilt, but their 
misfortune ; not their voluntary crime, but their 
unbappineꝶ, in not being given by the father to 
him. Thus. being the conſequence of your ſenf 
of the words, let us fee whether our Lord him- 
ſelf has not explained them in a method free from 
this difficulty. Now, chap. v. 37, 38, 42. he 
thus expreſſes the cauſe of their unbelief, The 
« father himſelf which hath ſent me, hath bom 
& witneſs of me;—and ye have not his word abid- 
_ ® Biſhop Patrick's. paraphraſe. 

t Taylor on original fin, 3d edition, p. 1414. 

{ The explanation that follows of this text, I hope, can- 
not be conſidered by perſons of candor, as the leaſt inti- 
mation, that we utterly deny divine affiſtance: No! we re- 
3 oice in the readineſs of our heavenly father, the father of 


out ſpirits to give wvi/dom liberally, and we fervently implore 
his kelp and influence, 70 work in us te will and to do. 


ing 


ing 
« he 
«c lo! 
guag 
6c un 
6c dr: 
addre 
ed te 
he dr 
hands 
« Al 
« me 
the p 
ſhall 
to be 
farthi 
(« Ir 
« all 
© to 
« he 
« un 
comp 
geſt, 
(e ca 
6 hi 
of G 
abide 
and 

EXCE] 
my 1 
on th 
H. 
but t 
inten 
had 

moti? 
expre 
chap! 
con v 


have 
t their 
* their 
1er to 
ſenſe 
him- 
from 
2. he 
The 
born 


| abid- 


[ 45 J 


ing in you; for whom he hath ſent, him ye 
believe not, I know you, that you have not the 
« Joye of God in you,“ chap. vi. 44. His lan- 
guage is ſomething different, No man can come 
« ynto me, Except the father, which hath ſent me, 
« draw him.” God is faid to draw men, when he 
addrefles them with ſuch conſideration, as are ſuit- 
ed to move them, and to which they yield. So 
he drew Iſrael with the cords. of à man, with the 
bands of love, Hof. xi. 4. Thus John xii. 32. 
« And I, if I be lifted up, will draw all ux to 
« me,” i. e. the love diſplayed in my death, and 
the proof that will follow of my being the Chriſt, 
ſhall ſatisfy and convince men, and perſuade them 
to become my diſciples. To explain the phraſe 
farther, we obſerve, our Lord adds, verſe 45, 
« It 1s written in the prophets, and they ſhall be 
« all taught of God, i. e. have his will revealed 
to them. Eyery man, therefore, that hath 
« heard, and hath learned of the father, cometh 
“ unto me.” Now, when theſe expreſſions are 
compared together, what meaning do they ſug- 
geſt, as the true ſenſe of theſe words, . No man 
can come unto me, except it were given unto 
« him of my father ;” but this, except the word 
of God, or a devout regard to his declarations, 
abide in him, except he ſubmits to thoſe motives 
and eyidences, by which God is drawing men, 
except he learns and embraces the inſtructions of 
my father ? This explanation fixes their infidelity 
on their owe ſinful prejudices and impiety. 
From that time, refers, not only to theſe words, 
but to the whole preceding. diſcourſe, which was 
intended to ſhew, that his religion and character, 
had nothing to gratify thoſe wordly and carnal 
motives, from which they attended him : The 
expreſſions before us, and many others in the 
chapter conſidered in this connection, appear to 
con vey pretty plain intimations, that Chriſt ſaw 
the 


46 ] 
the infincerity of their hearts, verſe 64, and the 
baſeneſs of their views, under all the diſguiſe of 
' humility and zeal ; therefore, finding their wordly 
expectations abated, and their characters detected, 
diſguſted and diſappointed they left him intirely, 
Theſe are the different texts, which, Sir, on 
this head you quote, or allude to. I could do 
no more than briefly, deſcant on them, and in 
that, I am. afraid, I have appeared tedious, 
Theſe; texts relate not to guilt and pollution; but 
there are ſome texts, which plainly ſpeak of the 
ſtate we are born in. Allow me to refer them to 
your, and the readers ſerious conſiderations. Such 
are Mat. Xvili. 3. 1 Cor. xiv. 20. James iii. 9. Do 
not theſe paſſages repreſent human nature as now 
coming into the world with not a little amiable, 
with no mean reſemblance of its divine author, 
and not an unworthy model for future life? In- 
deed, were we born with a nature totally corrupt, 
averſe to all that is good, and incapable of it; 
where will the reflection fall? for is not God our 
maker, as well as Adam's ? And you yourſelf have, 
in one place obſerved, that, © as to many men, 
their hearts are better than their heads,” p. 32. 
If you here mean their hearts are good by na- 
ture, it thwarts your notion of original ſin: but, 
if you aſcribe it to efficacious grace, then it is al- 
lowed, that it may have done its ſaving work, 
where the head is not wiſe, or ſtrong enough 
clearly to underſtand and embrace all thoſe arti- 
cles of faith which you have made {þ important. 
But how will this conceſſion agree with their being 
ſo immediately connected, with ſalvation? Really 
your charity hath for once betrayed you into a 
dilemma, from which my ſkill and friendſhip can- 
not extricate you. 8 
I obſerve, however, that you ſoon after ſeem 
almoſt. to repent. of this excels of good nature, 
and in ſome degree to recal it. For why other- 
wile 
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ite is that ſevere and awful text (2 Pet. ii; 1.) 


introduced in this connection, which may leave 
an imprefſion upon ignorant minds, and I wiſh was 
not intended to do fo, that perſons merely erroneous 
in your ſenſe, i. e. in principle, by thinking diffe- 
rently from you, as well as in practice, (he grofſ- 
eft errors in principle or practice, p. 32.) may fall 
under the charge of bringing in damnable heręſies, 
even denying the Lord that brought them, and bring- 
ing upon themſelves ſwift deſtruftion ? And pray, 
Sir, why are theſe different opinions from your's 
on the heads above, repeatedly repreſented as 
dreadful errors, p. 30, 34, when, according to the 
charitable paragraph before, thoſe who have but 
confuſed notions of theſe things may appear by 
the tenor of their lives, to hold the head Chriſt, and 
to have the root of the matter in them? \, 

On the next point, the mediatorial righteou/- 
xe/s of Chriſt, there is leſs need for enlargement; 
for you, Sir, alledge no proof, you quote no text; 
no text can be quoted, where it 1s ſaid, the righte- 
ouſneſs of Chriſt is imputed to us. The imputation 
of faith for righteouſneſs, is ſcripture language. 
Rom. iv. 9, 5. And this method of juſtification 
does not exclude all works of our own, though 
you conceive of it in this manner; the apoſttes 


James and Paul being Judges, the former declares 


faith without works is dead, chap. ii. 26. the latter 
deſcribes faith as a principle, which works by 
love, that univerſal ſpring of right action,“ Gal. v. 
16. Mr. Rooker is alſo of the ſame opinion, for he 
informs us, p. 13. that the word faith denotes, not 
only the DocTRINES to be believed by us, but alſo the 
PRECEPTS fo be obeyed; and, p. 14, that found» 
nels in the faith means a good moral conduct. 
You can acquaint us, whether this gentleman does 
not include this notion of faith in his idea of that 


which juſtifies ; whether he ſuppoſes it will be 


effectual 
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effectual for any one to plead another day, he hay 
believed in Chriſt, though he has not obeyed 


him. If he does ſuppoſe this, then, notwithſtand, 


ing his declarations of rejecting all good works if 
our own, in the matter of our juſtification befor: 
God, p. 15. his conviction ſtill is, that they have 
ſomething to do in this intereſting concern: nay, 
this follows, from our being juſtified by faith; 
for faith is a good work, both, as it is a religious 
act of the mind, and as it is a conformity to the 
law which requires faith; and thus Chriſt repre- 
ſents it, This is the work of God, that ye be. 
* heve on him whom he hath ſent,” 7Zohn vi. 29. 
If, indeed, all the demands of the law are fully an. 
ſwered by the glorious righteouſneſs of Chriſt, p. 16, 
it 1s not eaſy to conceive what need there remains 
for this, or, any other good work, or what poſſible 


room for any thing elſe to be done, or to be re- 


warded . But this is only one of the inconſiſten- 
ces to which all uninſpired writers are liable. 

The preceding ſubjects have been handled in 
a very general manner by both of us, but if you 
are diſpoſed to diſcuſs them more fully and exact- 
ly, I doubt not but ſome one will be found who 
will purſue an enquiry into theſe points with you, 
provided it be carried on in the ſpirit of meek- 
neſs and candour. 

It 1s time to finiſh theſe animadverſions; or, | 

might offer many 'more thoughts on theſe copious 
themes, or make farther ſtriftures on ſeveral 
things you have advanced. I might aſk you, in 
what inſtances, and in what manner, the fociety 
you addreſſed, have met with oppeſition from the 
enemies of the diſtinguiſhing doctrines of the goſ- 
pel, on account of the ſtand they have made for 


* Has Mr. Rooker never known ſome that have drawn 
this concluſion to the infinite prejudice of real religion ? 


them, 
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them? p. 37. I might aſk, who they are that 
ſhun other miniſters? p. 36. Are you to be in- 
formed; who they were, when things could be 
no longer carried in a manner oppreſſive to honeſt 
conſciences, who withdrew themſelves from the 
aſſembly at Exeter? But I wave theſe things. I 
do not ſuppoſe your reflections on your tellow 
chriſtians were aimed at particular perſons. In 
the authorities once and again borrowed from or- 
thodox writers, I do not mean to inſinuate, that 
any man is the guide of our faith ; but only to 
intimate, that we ought not to be ſpoken of as 
enemies to the truths of the goſpel, when, in ma- 
ny inſtances, our interpretations of ſcriptures are 
ſupported by the ſenſe of your own party. This, 
if nothing elſe, ſhould convince you, Sir, that 
you have not treated your chriſtian brethren with 
the lenity and forbearance they have an undoubted 
claim to expect from a fellow-chriſtian. If, in 
my turn, I have indulged to any thing unbecom- 
ing the meekneſs of Chriſt, have miſrepreſented 
your meaning, or taken an unfair advantage of 
your expreſſions, point out the inſtances, I will 
frankly acknowledge my error. 

This I. know, that whatever reſentment your 
diſcourſe at firſt raiſed in my boſom, it has ſub- 
ſided, and given way to a cordial deſire of teſti- 
tying, on any occaſion, that love, the diſciples of 
the ſame maſter owe to one another. We have 
entertained, and, I apprehend, ſhall continue to 
entertain, different ſentiments in religion; bur, 
your ſentiments and mine, are only the ways in 
which we underſtand the goſpel. My opinions 
appear to me ſcriptural; bur 1 do not, I dare not 
fay, that you, or others, are enemies to the goſpel, 
and ſubtle adverſaries of the truth. The ſupreme 
parent has placed us in different circumſtances, 
endowed us with different mental powers, talents, 
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and taſtes, and we have lived, perhaps, under the 
influence of different connections, education, and 
the like. But, do we not adore one ETERNAL FA. 


THER ?—do we not believe in, and revere one Je. 
ſus Chriſt, the mediator and ſaviour ? — do we not 


own the authority of one ſacred code, the infallible 
guide of faith and manners? And are we not to ap- 
pear before the tribunal of the ſame divine maſter 
and judge? This is a very ſerious ſolemn thought! 
my mind, and why ſhould I not ſuppoſe your's, 
is very ſcriouſly affected by it. Oh! my dear Sir, 
(for this thought diſpoſes me to addreſs you in an 
affectionate manner) what an awakening reflec- 
tion offers itſelf ? How can you, or I venture to 
judge a brother, or ſet at nought a brother ? For, 
we muſt all ſtand before the judgment ſeat of 
Chriſt. The time comes, the ſolemn hour draws 
on, when, to have inveighed from the pulpit, or 
the preſs, againſt our fellow-chriſtians, will give 
us no comfort. The judge ſtands at the door: 
when he appears, ſhall we wiſh to be found re- 
viling and ſmiting our fellow-ſervants ? Let then 
the effects of a raſh zeal be unfeignedly lamented : 
and let us cheriſh and diffuſe ſentiments of candour 
and unanimity around us. The knowledge of the 
truth will, in the end, be the happy conſequence, 
though the intereſt of a party may ſuffer by it; 
and our benevolent ſpirits will deſcend above, pre- 
ared for uniting in the everlaſting bands of ſacred 
&:iendſhip, 1a thoſe regions, where truth and love 
will reign forever. | 
In this view permit me, Sir, to addreſs myſelf 
to the ſociety to whom your fermon was preached. 
You will perceive by theſe ſtrictures, my chriſ- 
tian brethren, that not only do miniſters differ in 
their apprehenfions of * doctrine, but that 
ſomething plauſible may be urged on both ſides. 
Now, as you would know the will of Chrift, as 
you 
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love the truth, build not your faith on the 


word of any man, but on the word of God. Your 


requeſt of the publication of Mr. Rooker's diſ- 
courſe, is a plain indication, that your. notions 
correſpond with his views of the doctrines of faith, 
If. you ſhould 'be aſked for a reaſon of the faith 
that 1s ** can you ſay, that your prineiples 
are the reſult of examination, and unbiaſed convic - 
tion? Did you ever fit down to read the holy 
ſcriptures with impartiality and care, to ſee what 
they taught? We need, my friends, all ſeriouſly 
do this; for, by the word of God, and not by 
the confeſſions and catechiſms of men, are we to be 


| judged. It is the bible, which inſtructs us in the 


nowledge of God, and of Jeſus Chriſt. Wide and 
erroneous as our ſentiments may appear, or may 
be repreſented ; we wiſh and deſire nothing elle, 
than to be tried by the ſcriptures of truth. We 

peal to the law and to the teſtimony. Be per- 
ſuaded to ſearch the ſcriptures. Study them im- 
partially, and with minds diſpoſed to know the 
will of God; compare ſcripture with ſcripture ; 
conſider the deſign of the ſacred writer, the con- 
nection of his diſcourſe, the occaſion on which 
things were ſaid, and the perſons to whom they 
are directed. 

With reſpect to diſputed points, be not afraid 
to read authors and expoſitors on both ſides, 
and judge yourſelves impartially between both. 
Many texts will, on a clo enquiry, be found to 
ſpeak a different ſenſe to what may appear at the 
firſt tranſient glance, to what was inſtilled into our 
undiſcerning minds in childhood, or to what they 
_ when we take them as already interpreted 
or us. 

The word of God itſelf commands you to prove 
all things, to try the ſpirits, and to ſearch the ſcrip- 
tures, The Bereans did ſo, and their conduct is 

| recorded 
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either caſe, great will be your ſatis faction and peace. 
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recorded to their everlaſting honour. Why have 
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you reaſon, unleſs you exerciſe it about the ſtudy 
of 'God's will? Take this courſe, it will convince 
you of Error, or eſtabliſn you in the truth: in 


You cannot be faithful to Chriſt, unleſs you eaquire 
into his mind, and take hig word, not the interpre- 
rations and doQrines of men, for your rule. Nothing 
is ſo intereſting, ſo important, as religion. And 
what account will you give another day, if you 


have held even the true goſpel doctrine, only out 


feyerence to the judgment of mon, and not a 
the effect of an enquiry into the revelation itſelf? iM 
Do, my brethren, pay theſe remonſtrances a can- 
did and ſerious regard. With ſincere affection, I 
commend you to the bleſſing and aſſiſtance 7 
God, and to the ſacred influence of the word of 
his grace, wbich is able to build you up, and to gib 
vos an inheritance among all them which are ſantti- 
ed. N $4,296. #7, fy © Yon 

One devout wiſh, agi I have done. May you, 
Sir, and I, and the r 1ve people to whom we 
miniſter, be lead into all truth, and find ac- 
ceptance and merey with our common Lord and 
judge at his coming! I am, 


eie 23/1 Reverend Sir, | 
Your humble Servant, and Brother, 
I. TOULMIN; 
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Page N IL. 7. for Depoſition, r. Depofitum. P. 12. 1. 9. 
after 2.5 r. Sinners. P. 25. Note, * for bim, r. it. P. 


36- I. 7. after referred, r. to. P. 38. I. 8. for Moſs, r. Moſer. 
» 40. 1. 12: Tor bis, r. this. P. 48. I. 3. after does, r. not. 
P. 50, I. 28. for deſcend, r. a/cend. | 
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